Director at Large – Year End Report

This season, much of my work as a Director at Large was focused on coordinating and supporting the First Shift program. The program, run in partnership with Hockey Canada, is designed to introduce new families to the sport by lowering many of the traditional barriers to entry. Participants receive a full set of Bauer equipment and take part in six on-ice sessions focused on basic skating and hockey skills in a fun and supportive environment.

The program was full this year, with 45 participants aged 6–10 taking part. Overall, it was very successful and provided a positive first experience with hockey for many new players and families.

Following the program, 27 participants registered for the remainder of the season within CVMHA programs, including 5 players in the female divisions, 19 players in the coed divisions, and 3 additional players in the female development program. This represents well over half of the participants continuing on in minor hockey, which highlights the program’s value as an entry point to the sport.

One of the key successes of the program was the involvement of U18 players who assisted on the ice throughout the sessions. They were a tremendous help supporting the younger skaters, and their participation helped create a welcoming and supportive environment. It also provided those players with an opportunity to complete volunteer hours and gain exposure to coaching and mentorship within the association.

In addition to my work with First Shift, I attended monthly executive meetings throughout the season and contributed to discussions and policy considerations, including areas related to safety and fair play.

Based on this year’s success, as well as the success of previous seasons running the program, I would recommend that the association continue to offer the First Shift program as it provides a valuable and proven pathway for introducing new players and families to minor hockey in the Comox Valley.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew Robb
Director at Large
Comox Valley Minor Hockey Association

